Woolbridge
Motor Club

NO HOLDING HOPPE

Champion takes unchallenged win

Former British Champion, and current Gold Star national champion with the British Trials
and Rally Drivers Association, Mark Hoppé made a significant step towards retaining his
Woolbridge Motor Club frials champion title with an emphatic win in difficult conditions at
Hogcliff Hill. During the event, the six tests which were each used four fimes across the day,
became extremely greasy which presented the drivers with a distinct challenge despite
Clerk of the Course Richard Wilson's confinual amendments to the tests in an effort to
provide new grass and the opportunity of some traction.

At the wheel of his pocket-sized Suzuki Alto and contesting Class One for two-wheel-drive
production cars, made a positive start incurring just seven penalty points after the first
round of six tests to lead Andy Webb from Weymouth by a single point but by the end of
the second stanza the deficit between the two had ballooned to thirty with Weblb and his
Toyota Yaris T-Sport unable to match the scores of his adversary which in turn let Ben Joslin
(sharing the drive with his work colleague Hoppé€) and Bridport driver Gary Morris, at the
wheel of his Vauxhall Corsa, to assume second and third places as the event paused for
lunch.

Hoppé ripped through the third round of tests dropping just eight marks, twelve less than
Morris and without the opposition of the absent recently crowned British Champion Tim
Dovey the Sherborne driver was a shoo-in for not only the best in Class One, where he
finished forty-six clear of Morris, but also for the overall victory once the index of performance
of each competitor had been calculated. Yeovil driver Joslin claimed second in class
thirfeen points shy of Morris.
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Ben Waterworth claimed the Novice award driving the club’s loan Ford Ka.

If the first class had provided a run-away victory Class Two, for front-wheel-drive cars not
carrying ballast or fitted with a sump guard, yielded a close battle between south Dorset
drivers Chris Briant and John Kirby. Driving instructor Briant took the wheel of one of the
Woolbridge club’s academy/loan cars, a Ford Ka, whilst Kirby, a retired engineer from
Weymouth, campaigned his Citroen Saxo. An early advantage was earned by the latter
with a five-point lead after the first round but by the halfway stage Briant had reduced the
margin to three points. The twelve afternoon tests promised a close battle and the duo
delivered. Briant stole back four points to take the lead at the conclusion of the third round
and bettered his opponent by two on the final round to claim the class win by three points.

Sharing the drive in the Ka with Briant was Ben Waterworth who definitely benefitted from
the experience of his coach in the left-hand seat and claimed the Novice Award.

The rear-wheel-drive category was led throughout by Adam Smith from Wool. At the wheel
of his Reliant Scimitar, Smith posted the lowest score on the first round dropping just six
points to lead the similar car of David Robinson increasing his advantage to twenty-one by
halfway and maintaining that margin until the close of play.
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Rear-wheel dr|ve class winner Adam Smlth defeated fellow Rellant SC|m|tar driver DaV|d Roblnson
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LETS GO

TRIALLING TOGETHER

IN 2025

Next Gar Trial

Maurice Grabb Memorial Trial, Uploders (east of Bridport)
January 12" 2023

Fiesta of David scrabbles forgrip ~ Not much room to spare for Donal Doyle

WOOLBR/IDGE

John Klrby battled Iong and hard thh Chrls Brlant Ryan Whlncop couldn t mateh‘mlth in SC|m|tar SS1
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https://youtu.be/jz-ZP86olvk
https://youtu.be/M42r8c1JUAU

